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A healthy soail is vital to grow a good crop of sugarcane.
Healthy soil means having the right amount of nutrients for its soil type.

Nutrients are food for the plant that can occur naturally within the soil or
they can be added as fertiliser. Nutrients can also come from other plants,
such as fallow crops like legumes. Legumes take nitrogen gas from the
atmosphere and turn it into a form of nitrogen the sugarcane can use.

The grower tests the soil to find out what 17 essential nutrients the soil is
needing. Through GPS technology fitted onto farm machinery, the grower
can place the right amount of nutrient into the soil where its exactly
needed. This is better for the soil, environment and growers.
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Nutrients in the Soil: There are 17 essential nutrients. Carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen come from the atmosphere.

There are 7 major nutrients. These are: nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium, calcium, magnesium, sulphur and silicon. There are
7 minor nutrients which are: zinc, copper, iron, manganese,

i molybdenum, boron and chlorine.

C If there are too many nutrients, it increases the chance of
nutrients being washed away. Chemicals are expensive and
farmers try to get just the right amount of chemicals targetted
exactly to where it is needed.

If there are too little nutrients in the soil, it means that the cane
will not grow as well and will not store much sugar in its stalk.
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