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Organisational Skills 
Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited is a public company limited by 
guarantee, and is a not-for-profit organisation whose funding is provided 
by a levy on grower members. Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited is 
controlled by a board of directors, two (2) of which are appointed by 
growers and two (2) appointed by the mill.  

Top row from left: Mark Pressler, Robert Powell, Allan Pitt, Michael Cavallaro 
Bottom row from left: Maurie Haines, Michael Turner, Caitlyn Killick, Dale Holliss 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20 

On behalf of the Board and staff of Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited we present the report for the 

financial year 2019/20 and have pleasure in 

highlighting some of our achievements in delivering 

a range of services to our members. 

  

The past year has been difficult weatherwise and in 

general terms disappointing for Bundaberg 

sugarcane growers. We have continued with our 

philosophy of focusing on needs based and outcomes 

focussed extension and services. 

 

Bundaberg Sugar Services will be ceasing 

distribution of whole stalk cane after the 2021 spring 

distribution. The one-eye sett trial has exceeded all 

of our expectations and will form the basis of our 

clean seed supply into the future. Tissue culture will 

still be available for those who want it. 

  

With one-eye setts we have the ability to mass 

produce new varieties as they are released and 

distribute to growers so they can maximise the 

productivity and profitability of these varieties 

earlier (up to 12 months or more).  

 

Soldier fly is still a major problem throughout the 

Bundaberg mill area and for the growers affected. 

Over the past couple of years we have seen an 

increase in the number of blocks affected and the 

2019 season was no exception with more blocks 

identified and severely affected. Soldier fly larvae 

can live in a wide range of soil types from red 

volcanics and heavy clays to sandy alluvials.  

 

None of the current commercial varieties are free 

from soldier fly attack. Observations around affected 

blocks indicate that Q240A seems to be showing 

some tolerance to this pest.  

 

To date there is no trial data to indicate how the 

newer varieties handle soldier fly. There is no 

registered insecticide for soldier fly.  

 

Bundaberg Sugar Services have flagged soldier fly 

as a major issue with SRA, and are hopeful that 

significant resources will be allocated by them to 

assist us in the search for a commercial solution. 

  

Severe drought conditions impacted the crop and in 

terms of productivity 2019/20 was the worst since 

2002.  

 

The district average came in around 70 tonnes cane per hectare. 
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District average CCS was 14.62 which was slightly 

down on the 2018 season. The sugar price was 

$432.05 per tonne of sugar and whilst not 

spectacular, it was better than the 2018 season. 

 

Last year we joined Bundaberg CANEGROWERS, 

QSL and Bundaberg Sugar to hold the 2019 Harvest 

Lunch. 

Guest speaker Nick Behrens from Queensland 

Economic Advocacy Solutions (QEAS) presented 

some research on the importance of the sugar 

industry to Bundaberg. The key finding of the report 

indicates that one dollar in economic activity in cane 

growing supports an additional $6.40 elsewhere in 

the economy and that a vibrant and competitive 

sugarcane industry is crucial to the prosperity and 

growth of Bundaberg.  

 

The report demonstrated that sugarcane is generating 

wealth, driving economic growth and supporting 

jobs, wages and the livelihood of thousands of 

Bundaberg residents.   

 

The report highlighted that collectively, cane 

growing in Bundaberg supports approximately $436 

million in economic activity, over 1,800 jobs and 

over 1,700 businesses. 

 

To put these numbers into perspective, one (1) in 

four (4) Bundaberg businesses and one (1) in fifteen 

(15) Bundaberg jobs, are involved in the sugarcane 

value chain.  

 

On Thursday 25 June 2020, Maurie Haines retired 

from Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited.  
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Maurie first commenced employment with the 

Millaquin Cane Pest & Productivity Board in 

September 1993.  

 

Maurie led the development, implementation and 

expansion of the Web-based Irrigation Monitoring 

System in the Bundaberg Region and more recently 

provided the day to day management, measurement 

and reporting for the joint Bundaberg Regional 

Irrigators Group and Arena Solar Hybrid Energy 

Trial located at Sharon. 

  

This project has been exceptionally successful in 

demonstrating to ERGON, what irrigators need in 

terms of grid supplied energy. 

 

Maurie’s efforts have greatly assisted growers being 

able to access the dynamically controlled load Tariff 

33.  It has also paved the way for the development of 

a suite of food and fibre network tariffs that will be 

available from July 2021 to replace the T62, 65 and 

66 options when they are made redundant.  

 

Maurie's departure date has been known for some 

time and Caitlyn Killick has been his understudy for 

the past two (2) years. Caitlyn has taken on the 

majority of Maurie’s roles with respect to the 

weather stations and probes.  

 

Michael Turner continues to look after our core 

programs and extension services. Michael has 

developed and commercialised the one-eye sett 

system, and we are excited by the potential that this 

has for the industry. 

 

Kelvin Griffin resigned as a director of Bundaberg 

Sugar Services Limited at the last AGM. Kelvin has 

held many committee positions over his farming 

career including as the inaugural chair of Bundaberg 

Sugar Services Limited when it was formed in 2004.  

He held this position until his retirement on 16 

October 2019.  

 

Michael Cavallaro has been a Grower Director for a 

year now and is contributing to the oversight of the 

company, along with Mark Pressler (Chair), Robert 

Powell (Deputy Chair), and Allan Pitt. 

 

We would like to thank a wide range of sugar 

industry organisations particularly Bundaberg Sugar, 

Bundaberg CANEGROWERS and Bundaberg 

Regional Irrigators Group for their assistance in 

helping Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited to meet 

our objectives. 

  

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited will continue 

with the provision of our core programs and will 

partner with and adapt other organisations’ programs 

and objectives when they are mutually suitable. 

  

The Board  would also like to formally acknowledge 

our members who are the reason why Bundaberg 

Sugar Services Limited exists in the first place.  

Allan Pitt 

Director 

Robert Powell 

Deputy Chair 

Mark Pressler 

Chairman 

Michael Cavallaro 

Director 
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The usual preparations for plants distribution, 

including organising and mailing grower order forms 

(whole-stalk, tissue culture, one-eye setts), 

confirmation of orders, plot inspections, machinery 

hire, labour requirements. Ratoon Stunting Disease 

(RSD) testing of the plots were conducted. DNA 

samples were also taken on the varieties planted in 

the mother plot. 

  

Three (3) general disease inspections were 

conducted at regular intervals during the year. No 

disease or other issues detected during these 

inspections. Plots were chipped for weeds twice. 

 

Plant Source Inspections 

Fifty-four (54) growers including Bundaberg Sugar 

requested plant source inspections and Ratoon 

Stunting Disease (RSD) test on sources. No sources 

were identified with smut, twenty-seven  (27) blocks  

returned a positive result for ratoon stunting disease 

and growers were notified by phone and letter.  

 

Approved Plants Distribution (whole-stalk) 

2019/2020 
The 2019 spring plant distribution commenced in 

August. Fifteen (15) growers collected a total of 

twenty and a half (20.5) tonnes of approved seed 

cane. 

  

The 2020 autumn distribution commenced on 

Monday 11 March.  Seven (7) growers collected a 

total of nine (9) tonnes of approved seed cane. 

 

Plot Planning 

The planting of the plot commenced in September, 

after completion of distribution with Q183A, Q208A, 

Q238A, Q240A, Q242A, Q245A, Q247A,  Q252A, 

KQ228A, SRA2A, SRA4A, SRA19A, SRA20A. 

 

Tissue Culture Seedlings 
Tissue culture is an alternate method of propagation 

of providing approved seed-cane. 

   

Over the last couple of years, we have seen a 

decrease in tissue culture being ordered by growers 

due to problems with some off-types and other 

varieties being found in some of the varieties 

purchased. Reliability of supply from the laboratory 

has also been an issue.  

 

Spring 2019 distribution 

The spring distribution of tissue culture seedlings 

commenced 30 August with three (3) growers plus 

Bundaberg Sugar purchasing a total of 16,290 

seedlings. 

 

Autumn 2020 distribution  

Autumn tissue culture seedling distribution 

commenced mid March, with two (2) growers plus 

Bundaberg Sugar purchasing a total of 6,750 

seedlings. 

 

Remaining seedlings not sold were planted in the 

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited Mother Plot.  

CORE PROGRAMS 

Approved Seed Production and Distribution 
The approved Seed Production and Distribution program ensures that all Bundaberg Sugar 
Services Limited plots are sampled for RSD, planted with the selected varieties and 
routinely inspected. As a service to members inspection  of plant sources on individual 
farms is carried out upon request. The approved seed production is our core business and 
it is critical that we maintain and where possible, modernise how this service is delivered. 

 Variety 
 Spring  

2018 (t) 

Autumn  

2019 (t) 

 Q183A 1.5 0.250 

Q208A 2.75 2 

Q238A 0 0.250 

Q240A 9 2.75 

Q242A 0 0 

Q245A 0 0 

Q247A 0 0 

Q252A 2 0.75 

KQ228A 1.75 1.25 

SRA2A 0.25 0 

SRA4A 3.25 1.75 

Total 20.5 9 

Tonnage Sold  
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Breakdown of seedlings distributed to growers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One-eye setts (OES) 

Bundaberg Sugar Services are now offering one-eye 

setts as the main source of approved seed cane. The 

board purchased a 20ft insulated shipping container to 

use as a germination cabinet and has fitted it out with 

a refrigeration/heater system to maintain a constant 

temperature of 30 degrees, plus or minus one (1) 

degree for sett germination.  
 
 
 
 
 
One-eye sett 
seedlings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Germination 
Cabinet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2019 

The distribution of spring 2019 one-eye sett seedlings 

commenced at the end of August, in conjunction with 

the whole-stalk distribution and finished mid-late 

September. Twenty-five (25) growers including 

Bundaberg Sugar collected 5,024 seedlings. A further 

18,336 seedlings were propagated for Bundaberg 

Sugar in September. 
  

Autumn 2020 

The autumn 2020 distribution of one-eye sett 

seedlings commenced mid-late March in conjunction 

with the whole-stalk distribution and finished mid-

April. Eight (8) growers including Bundaberg Sugar 

collected 11,296 seedlings.  
 
Breakdown of seedlings distributed to growers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bundaberg Sugar Services 
has a dedicated seedling 

planter available for 
growers to borrow to plant 

one-eye sett seedlings. 

 

Variety Spring 2019 Autumn 2020 

Q183A 0 0 

Q200A 0 0 

Q208A 1080 0 

Q232A 900 0 

Q235A 0 0 

Q238A 900 450 

Q240A 4680 2700 

Q242A 450 0 

Q245A 0 0 

Q247A 450 450 

Q249A 0 0 

Q252A 2250 1350 

KQ228A 4500 1800 

SRA2A 450 0 

SRA4A 630 0 

Variety Spring 2019 Autumn 2020 

Q138A 0 0 

Q183A 320 576 

Q208A 192 1632 

Q232A 0 0 

Q238A 160 640 

Q240A 1824 2528 

Q242A 0 0 

Q245A 0 0 

Q247A 128 0 

Q252A 480 640 

KQ228A 1344 1568 

SRA 2A 128 0 

SRA 4A 448 0 

SRA 19A 9088 1856 

SRA 20A 9248 1856 
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Ratoon Stunting Disease 
Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD) still remains a major 

disease facing the Bundaberg district. With this in 

mind Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited conducts 

annual surveys and promotes the regular use of 

recommended hygiene measures to manage this 

disease. 

  

The 2019/20 survey found that there was an increase 

in the level of the disease in surveyed blocks but in 

particular grower plant sources. This could be 

attributed to poor hygiene measures over past 

seasons where machinery has not been cleaned, and 

sterilized when coming from commercial harvesting 

to plant source blocks. 

 

RSD testing of the approved seed plot and mother 

plot at Bingera was conducted with one hundred and 

twenty-six (126) samples collected using the new 

method of bulking stalks from a block or individual 

variety, and sent to SRA Brisbane for analysis. 

Samples are collected from all rows and at thirty 

(30) metre intervals along the row. All samples 

analysed returned a negative result.  

 

Planting, Pest and Disease data collection 

Information collected includes where approved seed 

cane was planted, row spacings, GPS planted or 

block just marked out by GPS, break crop rotation 

(soybean, peanut, small crops), pest or disease 

problems (e.g. cane grubs area affected, tonnes loss), 

irrigation type, and fertiliser/insecticide use. This 

information gives us an idea of what is going on 

around the district and where we need to tackle a 

pest, disease or nutrient situation. 

 

Yellow Canopy Syndrome (YCS) 

The 2019/20 season observations identified Yellow 

Canopy Syndrome (YCS) was present throughout the 

Bundaberg district, but did not show until after rain 

in late January. With the high humidity that 

followed, several blocks showed abnormal signs of 

yellowing.  Some of these blocks were identified in 

the 2018/19 observations. Tests conducted using the 

stain method, indicated that YCS was present in 

those blocks. 

 

Soldier Fly 

Soldier fly is still a major problem for those affected 

in the industry and over the past couple of years is 

increasing in area affected. The two (2) trials, one (1) 

variety and one (1) chemical trial planted in the 

Bundaberg region have now come to completion. 

 

Outcomes from the trial indicate that there is no 

insecticide effective against soldier fly and some 

varieties tend to host less larvae and have some 

tolerance to soldier fly depending on larvae numbers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Solider Fly Larvae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Severe Solider Fly Damage  

Pest and Disease Management 

Pest and disease management remains a vital function of  Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

who carry out farm inspection and interpretation of specific pest or disease incidence at the 

request of grower members. 

One of our objectives is to provide suitable advice and help to the members about the prevention, 

control and eradication of pest infection and disease of cane or any other matter or thing that 

adversely affects the quantity and quality of crops of cane and/or the production and harvesting 

of cane. 

Also to help, and cooperate with other bodies involved in preventing, controlling and eradicating 

pests in cane. 

  Number 

samples 

collected 

Doubtful 

samples 

Positive 

blocks 

  

Approved 

seed plots 

  

126 

  

0 

  

0 

Grower 

plant 

source / 

RSD 

survey 

  

216 

  

0 

  

27 

  

Total 

samples 

  

342 

  

0 

  

27 
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Bundaberg Irrigation and Climate Information 

Web Centre 
The web centre continues to provide members with 

real-time localised weather information updated 

every fifteen (15) minutes for eleven (11) locations 

across the Bundaberg district. Including rainfall, air 

temperature, soil temperature, wind speed, direction 

and humidity. 

 

Soil moisture monitoring is updated on the web site 

every two (2) hours and has twenty-seven (27) 

moisture monitoring systems in the field across a 

number of Bundaberg sugar growers. Bundaberg 

Sugar Services Limited (BSSL) removes probes 

from each field prior to harvest, then reinstalls each 

probe ready for the next irrigation season and 

manages the presentation of data available on the 

Bundaberg CANEGROWERS website at 

www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/irrigation/  

 

Drain Cleaner 

Two (2) growers requested use of the cleaner  to 

clean underground soakage lines during the 

2019/20 financial year. 

IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

Irrigation Productivity 

Assessments  

 

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

provides an irrigation efficiency 

service for members where we 

attempt to  identify the energy 

productivity of the irrigation 

system, and the potential for 

improvements. 

 

In the past year Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited was sub-

contracted to complete irrigation 

productivity audits for fifteen (15) 

growers in the Department of 

Natural Resources, Mines and 

Energy’s Energy Savers Plus 

Program Extension (ESPPE). 

 

Under this programme, growers 

had access to up to twenty 

thousand dollars in dollar for 

dollar funding, to implement the 

improvements identified from the 

assessment to lower the cost of 

e n e r g y ,  r e d u c e  e n e r g y 

consumption and increase the 

future production potential. 

http://www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/irrigation/
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EXTENSION 

General Extension 

During the past twelve (12) months a range of 

grower requests were investigated and depending on 

problems identified, appropriate control measures 

were recommended. There was a range of requests 

involved.  

 

Pest 

 Cane grubs, Soilder Fly, Pink Earthpearl. 
 
Disease 

 Yellow Canopy Syndrome, Ratoon Stunting 

Disease, test plant source, and smut. 

 

Approved Seed Distribution 

 Start date, order form, spare plants 

available,  identify plants purchased previous 

year, change variety on order form. 

 

Tissue culture seedlings 

 Distribution  

 

One-eye sett seedlings 

 Information on seedlings. 

 Planting distance/tray. 

 Spare seedlings available. 

 

Soil Testing 

 Nutrient. 

 

Other general requests included plant source 

inspections, variety identification/ information, 

machinery inspection, drain cleaner, slow 

germination, fertiliser calibration, and strange 

growth on stalk. 

 

Grower requested nutrient tests 

During the last twelve (12) months, a number of 

growers have taken advantage of a service provided 

by Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited and sampled 

twenty-four (24) blocks on their farms to determine 

the current nutrient status and requirements for plant 

and ratoon crops. 

 

Sugar Services also assisted in the collection of an 

additional one hundred (100) soil tests across the 

Bundaberg district. In this 

programme we were able 

to supply growers with a 

free soil test and nutrient 

management plan, 

included in this was a 

copy of whole of farm 

maps and soil maps along 

with their nutrient 

recommendations in a 

hard copy. We have filed 

these electronically for 

growers and are available 

on request.  

 

Bundaberg district average rainfall recorded by the BSSL weather stations and the Bureau of Meteorology 

(BOM) weather station at Bundaberg airport for the 2019 - 2020 cropping year was 58.4 percent of the long 

term average.  

Extension Support 

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited provides support to members in an effort to reduce the 

impact of rising costs on farm productivity and to enhance the future economic viability of 

the Bundaberg sugarcane industry. 



Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited Annual Report 2019/20 
13 

FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS 

A new District Champion was announced at the 

Annual Bundaberg Sugar Industry Productivity 

Awards held at The Waves Sports Club.  

 

TM Dahl and JS Weston’s Bingera farm with a three-

year average of 16.70 tonnes of sugar per hectare, 

pipped WR and AJ Baldry’s Millaquin farm with a 

three-year average of 16.25 tonnes of sugar per 

hectare, to take out the top award of the night -  The 

Formatt Machinery’s District Champion.  

Chairman of the Awards Committee Mark Pressler, 

congratulated the District Champion who had not 

previously won the award although had been runner 

up for the previous six (6) seasons.  

 

Representatives from all sectors of the industry and 

their business associates gathered to hear the awards 

announced and to celebrate some great productivity 

outcomes in spite of the weather and other challenges 

experienced during the 2019 crushing season.  
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ANNUAL BUNDABERG SUGAR INDUSTRY 2019 SEASON AWARD 
WINNERS  

 
 

Highest Actual CCS Sample - Bingera – WD & Mrs JC Lucke (No 2) 18.40 CCS  

 

Highest Actual CCS Sample - Millaquin – JM & Mrs LG Steemson (No 2) 18.30 CCS  

 

Harvesting Contractor Award for Best Harvesting Efficiency and Most Reliable Performance –  

Armstrong Harvesting Group  

 

Best Farm Presentation For Harvesting – IMEK Rasmussen Pty Ltd  

 

Contribution to Productivity – Kelvin Griffin  

 

Service to Industry – Veronica Timm  

 

Young Industry Achiever – Nick Glass  

 

Inspiring Female Leader – Aileen Loeskow  

 

Cane Growing Excellence – Farms Up to and including 60 ha – MJ Richter  

 

Cane Growing Excellence Farms larger than 60 ha – RL & Mrs MR Lines  

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Harvested Hectare - Bingera –BT & RG Pegg (No 2) 15.68 ts/ha  

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Harvested Hectare - Millaquin – Redtrail Pty Ltd ( No 2) 16.76 ts/ha 

 

Closest Percentage Estimate to Actual Tonnage – DM & Mrs RL Tobin (99.93% accuracy)  

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Cane Production Area - Average of Past Three Sea-sons - Millaquin Mill Area 

– WR & AJ Baldry (No 1) 16.25 ts/ha  

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Cane Production Area – Average of Past Three Sea-sons Bingera Mill Area – 

TM Dahl & JS Weston – 16.70 ts/ha  

 

District Champion – TM Dahl & JS Weston – 16.70 ts/ha  

 

 

___________________  

 

High Sugar Producer Awards  

 

G Santalucia Investments (No 1) 16.65 ts/ha  

Mrs EM Taske & Mr SR Taske 16.62 ts/ha  

Hill End Farms Pty Ltd (No 2) 16.59 ts/ha  

MGBJP Pty Ltd Trustee (No 1) 16.05 ts/ha  

Mr DJ Young #2 15.51 ts/ha 
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Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

ABN 12 109 261 092 

 

Canegrowers’ Building 

32 Bourbong Street 
(PO Box 953) 

BUNDABERG QLD 4670 

 

Phone: (07) 4151 2555 

Fax: (07) 4153 1986 

Email: sugar_services@bdbcanegrowers.com.au 


