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Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

Organisational Objectives 
 

The underpinning philosophy behind the formation of Bundaberg Sugar 
Services Limited was the acknowledgement by Bundaberg Sugar and 
CANEGROWERS of the joint responsibility for ensuring the Bundaberg 
sugar industry’s sustainability and the need to work together and to work 
smarter.  
 
The objectives of Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited are:  
 to enhance the productivity of the sugar industry by increasing the 

quantity and improving the quality of cane produced by crops grown 
in the Bundaberg district;  

 to achieve regional sustainability in the Bundaberg area through full 
utilisation of sugar industry capital;  

 to provide suitable advice and help to members about:  
- the prevention, control and eradication of pest infestation and 

disease of cane or any other matter or thing that adversely 
affects the quantity or quality of crops of cane; and/or  

-  the production and harvesting of cane;  
 to help, and cooperate with, other bodies involved in preventing, 

controlling and eradicating pests in cane;  
 to help, and cooperate with, other bodies involved in researching the 

production, harvesting, transport and processing of cane;  
 to provide advice and information to members for the preservation 

and enhancement of the capacity of land to sustain crops of cane;  
 to help minimise any damage to the environment that may be caused 

by activities of the sugar industry within our area.  
 

Capability Statement 
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Organisational Skills 
 

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited is a Public Company Limited by Guarantee, and is a 
not-for-profit Organisation whose funding is provided by a levy on grower members. 
Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited is controlled by a board of directors , two (2) of 
which are appointed by growers and two (2) appointed by the mill.  
 
Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited has previously managed funding projects for the 
DAFFA, Department of Employment & Training, Qld Department of Primary Industries, 
The Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Department of State Development, 
Burnett Mary Regional Group and SRDC.  
 
Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited has experience in managing community based 
projects and has the necessary personnel, systems and procedures to provide the 
essential level of corporate governance, management, supervision and administration 
to direct projects.  
 
Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited also provides direct and extension services such as:  
 Approved seed cane for planting;  

 Excellent, readily accessible advice;  

 Help to identify and control cane pests and diseases;  

Top row from left: Michael Cavallaro, Matthew Curtis, Anna Attard, Ian Dart 

Bottom row from left: Michael Turner, Caitlyn Killick, Dale Holliss 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21 

On behalf of the Board and staff of Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited we present the report for the 

financial year 2020/21 and have pleasure in 

highlighting some of our achievements in delivering 

a range of services to our members. 

 

This period saw a number of changes at the Board 

level. 

 

Mark Pressler resigned mid-term from the Board of 

Bundaberg Sugar Services as a grower appointed 

Director to concentrate on his role as Chairman of 

Bundaberg CANEGROWERS. Mr Matt Curtis and 

Mr Ian Dart joined the board as mill appointed 

Directors and Mrs Anna Attard joined the Board as a 

grower appointed Director. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the dedicated service 

of Mr Allan Pitt, Mr Robert Powell and Mr Mark 

Pressler that they willingly gave to Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited. All three (3) acted diligently and 

were committed to ensuring that Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited met our core business of: 

 

“ensuring that we are enhancing productivity in the 

sugar industry by increasing the quantity and 

improving the quality of cane produced in the 

Bundaberg district with a view to achieving long 

term regional sustainability for the industry.” 

 

The 2020/21 financial year brought the usual 

challenges that we face as an industry. Another 

extremely dry year impacted on yield. The district 

average of 76.2 tc/ha was slightly above that 

achieved in the 2019 season, CCS was also slightly 

better at 14.67 and the sugar price was $431.20 

(IPS).  

 

Over the past two (2) years Bundaberg Sugar 

Services Limited have invested in setting up and 

refining the One-Eye sett (OES) propagation system 

to supply growers with another option for 

purchasing approved seed cane along with the 

current system of tissue culture or whole-stalk cane. 

We are now able to produce OES seedlings for sale 

to our members for 50 cents (GST excl) each. 

 

The last whole stalk distribution occurred in 

September 2021. OES and tissue culture seedlings 

sourced from SRA will be the only approved clean 

seed source for Bundaberg growers from now on. 

 

Member feedback on OES seedling quality has been 

very positive and the system allows for a wider 

planting window. 

 

Orders can be placed at any time throughout the year 

and once orders have been received they can be 

ready for planting in eight (8) weeks. 
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It is also hoped that the OES system will also have a 

positive impact on Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD).  

 

During 2020/21 BSSL continued to provide ongoing 

support to the Bundaberg industry campaign to have 

electricity tariffs redefined to meet the needs of food 

and fibre producing industries such as sugarcane 

production.  

 

In December 2020 Brian Elmer gave an update on 

the Dynamic Load control options available to 

irrigators. This option is part of a suite of tariffs that 

have been individualised and optimised and achieve 

an affordable electricity price.  

 

We are fortunate to have dedicated staff that know 

our challenges and go out of their way to help us. We 

appreciate their service and on behalf of our 

members we acknowledge our appreciation of the 

efforts of  Michael Turner and Caitlyn Killick. 

 

We would like to thank a wide range of sugar 

industry organisations, particularly Bundaberg Sugar 

and Bundaberg CANEGROWERS Ltd for their 

assistance in helping Bundaberg Sugar Services 

Limited to meet our objectives. 

  

We would also like to acknowledge the Queensland 

Government,  ERGON,  BMRG, and QSL for their 

support and sponsorship throughout the year and for 

the assistance these organisations and their programs 

provide. 

 

On behalf of the Board we would also like to 

formally acknowledge our members who are the 

reason why Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited exists 

in the first place. 

Michael Cavallaro 

Chairman 
Matthew Curtis 

Deputy Chairman 

Ian Dart 

Director 

Anna Attard 

Director 

Progress on One-eye sett planting from October 2020 

Biran Elmer,  Wholesale Channels Manager,  

Ergon Energy 
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The usual preparations for plants distribution, 

including organising, mailing grower order forms 

(whole-stalk, tissue culture, one-eye setts), 

confirmation of orders, plot inspections, machinery 

hire and labour requirements. Ratoon Stunting 

Disease (RSD) testing of the plots were conducted. 

DNA samples were also taken on the varieties 

planted in the mother plot. 

  

Three (3) general disease inspections were 

conducted at regular intervals during the year. No 

disease or other issues detected during these 

inspections. Mother plot chipped on regular basis for 

weeds.  

 

Plant Source Inspections 

Fifty-three (53) growers including Bundaberg Sugar 

requested plant source inspections and RSD test on 

sources. No sources were identified with smut, 

twelve (12) blocks returned a positive result for 

Ratoon Stunting Disease and growers were notified 

by phone and letter.  

 

Approved Plants Distribution (whole-stalk) 

2020/2021 
Spring 2020 

2020 spring plant distribution commenced early 

August with  twenty-one (21) growers collecting a 

total of twenty-two and a half (22.5) tonnes of 

approved seed cane. 

  

Autumn 2021 

The autumn 2021 whole-stalk distribution did not go 

ahead after multiple inspections and careful 

consideration it was decided to cancel distribution. 

Plant source was in an unsuitable condition with 

damaged stalks and vines to distribute to growers as 

an approved seed source. Growers who ordered 

plants were given the opportunity to hand cut some 

material. Most growers opted to use their previous 

year source to propagate further planting material. 

 

Plot Planting 
Approved seed cane plot 

No planting of the Spring 2020 and Autumn 2021 

approved seed plots were conducted due to phasing 

out of the whole-stalk distribution plots after the 

spring distribution 2021. One-eye setts and Tissue 

culture seedlings will be the main source of approved 

seed cane.   

 

Tissue Culture Seedlings 
Tissue culture seedling is an alternate method of 

propagation of providing approved seed-cane from 

the traditional method using whole-stalk for a 

kilogram plant source. 

   

Over the past couple of years we have seen a 

decrease in tissue culture being ordered by growers 

due to problems with some off types and incorrect 

varieties being found in some of the varieties 

purchased. 

 

Spring 2020 distribution 

The spring distribution of tissue culture seedlings 

commenced 30 August, with one (1) grower plus two 

(2) Bundaberg Sugar company farms purchasing a 

total of 9,180 seedlings.  

 

Autumn 2021 distribution  

Autumn tissue culture seedling distribution 

commenced mid March, with two (2) Bundaberg 

Sugar company farms purchasing a total of 12,600 

seedlings.  

 

 

 

 

CORE PROGRAMS 

Approved Seed Production and Distribution 
The approved Seed Production and Distribution program ensures that all Bundaberg Sugar 
Services Limited plots are sampled for RSD, planted with the selected varieties and 
routinely inspected. As a service to members inspection  of plant sources on individual 
farms is carried out upon request. The approved seed production is our core business and 
it is critical that we maintain and where possible, modernise how this service is delivered. 

 Variety 
 Spring  

2020 (t) 

Autumn  

2021 (t) 

Q183A  0.25  0 

 Q208A  3.00  0 

 Q238A  0.25  0 

 Q240A  5.75  0 

 Q242A  0  0 

 Q245A  0  0 

 Q247A  0.25  0 

 Q252A  0.25  0 

 KQ228A  0.75  0 

 SRA 2A   1.75  0 

 SRA 4A  0.50  0 

 SRA 19A  5.25  0 

Total 18.00  0 

Tonnage Sold  
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Breakdown of seedlings distributed to growers:  

One-eye setts  

Bundaberg Sugar Services are now offering one-eye 

setts as the main source of purchasing approved seed 

cane. The board has purchased a 20ft insulated 

shipping container to use as a germination cabinet 

and has fitted it out with a refrigeration/heater 

system to maintain a constant 30 degrees, plus or 

minus one (1) degree for sett germination.  Since its 

inception in 2019 some 122,204 seedlings have been 

propagated through this germination cabinet.  

Spring 2020 

The distribution of spring 2020 seedlings 

commenced at the end August in conjunction with 

the whole-stalk distribution and finished mid 

October. Ten (10) growers including Bundaberg 

Sugar collected 15,680 seedlings. A further 19,800 

seedlings of Q240A
 were propagated for a 

Bundaberg Sugar Services planting trial on a 

grower’s farm in late October. 

 

Autumn 2021 

The autumn 2020 distribution of seedlings 

commenced mid-late March and finished mid April. 

Eight (8) growers plus three (3) Bundaberg Sugar 

company farms collected 18,976 seedlings.  

 

Breakdown of seedlings distributed to growers: 

It has been another successful twelve (12) months 

for the one-eye sett program with some 54,456 

seedlings propagated through the program, which 

equates to approximately 5.5 hectares (500-550t)  of 

clean approved seed cane in the first phase of the 

multiplication process by growers to plant 

commercial blocks throughout the Bundaberg mill 

area. 

Variety Spring 2020 Autumn 2021 

Q183A 0 900 

Q200A 0 0 

Q208A 0 2700 

Q232A 0 0 

Q235A 0 0 

Q238A 450 900 

Q240A 2700 2700 

Q242A 0 0 

Q245A 0 0 

Q247A 0 0 

Q249A 0 0 

Q252A 450 900 

KQ228A 2700 900 

SRA 2A 0 0 

SRA 4A 0 0 

SRA 19A 2340 1800 

SRA 20A 540 1800 

Variety Spring 2020 Autumn 2021 

Q138A 0 0 

Q183A 992 192 

Q208A 2656 2880 

Q232A 0 320 

Q238A 1408 640 

Q240A 4224 5440 

Q242A 0 0 

Q245A 0 0 

Q247A 0 0 

Q252A 1440 640 

KQ228A 2208 2688 

SRA 2A 0 0 

SRA 4A 0 0 

SRA 19A 1376 2208 

SRA 20A 1376 2208 

SRA 29A 0 1760 

One-eye sett seedlings on bench 

Planting one-eye setts (BSSL planter) 
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Yellow Canopy Syndrome (YCS) 

The 2020/2021 season observations identified YCS 

was present throughout the Bundaberg district, but 

not to the same extent as the previous season.  Some 

of these blocks identified were  in previous season 

observations.  

 

Ratoon Stunting Disease 

Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD) still remains a major 

disease facing the Bundaberg district. With this in 

mind Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited conducts 

annual surveys and promotes the regular use of 

recommended hygiene measures to manage this 

disease. 

  

Bundaberg Sugar Services conducts annual surveys 

across the district to identify the extent of this 

disease and promote the regular use of recommended 

hygiene measures to manage this disease. 

 

The 2020/2021 survey found that there was an 

increase in the level of the disease in surveyed 

blocks but in particular grower plant sources. This 

could be attributed to poor hygiene measures over 

past seasons where machinery has not been cleaned 

and sterilized when coming from commercial 

harvesting to a plant source blocks. 

 

RSD testing of the approved seed plot at Bingera and 

mother plot at Clayton Road was conducted with 

eighty-three samples collected using the new method 

of bulking stalks from a block or individual variety 

and sent to SRA Brisbane for analysis. Samples are 

collected from all rows and at thirty (30) metre 

intervals along the row in seed plots and every ten 

(10) metres in the mother plot. All samples returned 

a negative result.  

Machinery Inspections 

Two (2) requests for a machinery inspections, and  

contact details for Timothy Fischer, Senior 

Biosecurity Officer, Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry Bundaberg were passed on to 

the requester. 

 

Planting, Pest and Disease data collection 

Due to other work commitments a small number of 

grower members were surveyed including 

Bundaberg Sugar farms across the Bundaberg mill 

area. 

  

Information collected includes where approved seed 

cane was planted, row spacing’s, GPS planted or 

block just marked out by GPS, break crop rotation 

(soybean, peanut, smallcrops), pest or disease 

problems (e.g. cane grubs area affected, tonnes loss) 

irrigation type, fertiliser/insecticide use. This 

information gives us an idea of what is going on 

around the district and where we need to tackle a 

pest, disease or nutrient situation. 

  

Pest and Disease Management 

Pest and disease management remains a vital function of  Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

who carry out farm inspection and interpretation of specific pest or disease incidence at the 

request of grower members. 

One of our objectives is to provide suitable advice and help to the members about the prevention, 

control and eradication of pest infection and disease of cane or any other matter or thing that 

adversely affects the quantity and quality of crops of cane and/or the production and harvesting 

of cane. 

Also to help, and cooperate with other bodies involved in preventing, controlling and eradicating 

pests in cane. 

  Number 

samples 

collected 

Doubtful 

samples 

Positive 

blocks 

Approved 

seed plots 

  

83 

  

0 

  

0 

Grower 

plant 

source / 

RSD 

survey 

  

216 

  

0 

  

22 

 Total  

samples 

  

299 

  

0 

  

22 

Water wheel planter  
Bundaberg Sugar Services now have a dedicated seedling planter 

available that growers can borrow to plant their seedling purchases. 

The planter is delivered to their farm and collected, once they are 

finished using it by Sugar Services staff, Twenty growers (20) have 

taken up the option of using the planter rather than planting 

seedlings by hand. Feed-back from growers who have used the 

planter has been positive.  
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IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

Bundaberg Irrigation and Climate Information  

Web Centre 

The Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited web centre continues to provide members with real-time localised 

weather information updated every fifteen (15) minutes for eleven (11) locations across the Bundaberg district 

including rainfall, air temperature, soil temperature, wind Speed direction and humidity. 

 

Bundaberg district average rainfall recorded by the BSSL weather stations and the Bureau of Meteorology 

(BOM) weather station at Bundaberg airport for the 2020 - 2021 cropping year was 52.5 percent of the long-

term average. 

Soil moisture monitoring is updated on the web site 

every two (2) hours and has twenty-five (25) moisture 

monitoring systems in the field across a number of 

Bundaberg sugar growers. Bundaberg Sugar Services 

Limited (BSSL) removes probes from each field prior 

to harvest, then reinstalls each probe ready for the next 

irrigation season and manages the presentation of data 

available on the Bundaberg CANEGROWERS 

website at www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/irrigation/ if 

you have interest in utilising this service, please 

contact Caitlyn Killick on 0428 508 818.  

 

Drain Cleaner 

Two (2) growers requested to use the cleaner to clean 

underground soakage lines. The pressure regulator has 

been replaced on the pump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irrigation Efficiency Assessments  

Bundaberg Sugar Services continue to provide an 

irrigation efficiency service for members where we are 

able to identify the energy efficiency of irrigation 

systems and where improvements may be needed. 

 

In the past twelve (12) months we have had growers 

take up these services to identify irrigation system 

inefficiencies and ways to reduce the impact of 

electricity prices and improve irrigation systems. 

 

 

Collecting field data for 

irrigation assessment. 

http://www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/irrigation/
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EXTENSION 

General Extension  

During the past twelve (12) months a range of 

grower requests were investigated and depending on 

problems identified, appropriate control measures 

were recommended. There was a range of requests 

involved.  

 

Pest     

 Cane grubs, Soldier fly, Pink Earthpearl and 

rats. 

 

Disease   

 Yellow Canopy Syndrome, RSD test plant 

source, smut. 

 

Approved Seed Distribution 

 Start date, order form, spare plants available,  

identify plants purchased previous year, 

change variety on order form. 

 

 

Grower requested nutrient tests 

During the past twelve (12) months, a number of 

growers have taken advantage of a service provided 

by BSSL and sampled twenty-six (26) blocks on 

their farms to determine the current nutrient status 

and requirements for plant and ratoon crops. 

 

Upon request we have been able to supply growers 

with whole of farm maps including soil types. These 

are also available electronically if required. 

 

Soil Test pin points 

There were twenty-nine (29) soil tests taken in the 

last twelve (12) months representing twelve (12) 

growers which is a decrease in the numbers from 

previous years. This decrease reflects the reduction 

of cane area, however an increase is expected in the 

next twelve months as growers prepare for the reef 

regulations. 

Extension Support 

Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited provides support to members in an effort to reduce the 

impact of rising costs on farm productivity and to enhance the future economic viability of 

the Bundaberg sugarcane industry. 

The sites of soil tests conducted by Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited during the past twelve (12) months 
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FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS 

TM Dahl and JS Weston’s Bingera farm with a three 

(3) year average of 16.05 tonnes of sugar per hectare, 

pipped Hill End Farms Pty Ltd’s Millaquin farm with a 

three-year average of 15.40 tonnes of sugar per hectare, 

to take out the District Champion award of the night.  

 

Chairman of Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited, Mr 

Mark Pressler congratulated the District Champion who 

won the award for the second year in a row. 

 

Representatives from all sectors of the industry and 

their business associates gathered to hear the awards 

announced and to celebrate some great productivity 

outcomes in spite of the weather, COVID-19 and other 

challenges experienced during the 2020 crushing 

season. 

 

Chairman of Bundaberg CANEGROWERS, Mr Allan 

Dingle, took the opportunity to acknowledge the 

continued support of local sponsors of the awards and 

encouraged growers to continue to do business with 

these local service providers. 

 

Five (5) growers were recognised for supplying 

Bundaberg Mills for fifty (50) years. 

  

There were a total of twenty-two (22) award winners 

announced in fourteen (14) categories. 
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ANNUAL BUNDABERG SUGAR INDUSTRY 2020 SEASON AWARD 
WINNERS  

 
Highest Actual CCS Sample - Bingera – CM & Mrs LF Townson   17.30 CCS 

 

Highest Actual CCS Sample - Bingera – RR & Mrs DJ Heale   17.30 CCS 

   

Highest Actual CCS Sample - Millaquin – MW & Mrs JM Fritz (No 3)    18.20 CCS 

   

Harvesting Contractor Award for Best Harvesting Efficiency and Most Reliable Performance –  

Attard Harvesting Group 

 

Best Farm Presentation For Harvesting – CM & Mrs LF Townson 
 

Contribution to Productivity – Mark Sugars & the Project Team 
 

Service to Industry – Maurie Haines 

  

Young Industry Achiever – Benjamin Greaves 

 

Inspiring Female Leader – Fay Hubert 

 

Cane Growing Excellence – Farms Up to and including 60 ha – PR & Mrs KS Chapman 

 

Cane Growing Excellence Farms larger than 60 ha – Redtrail Pty Ltd (No 2) 

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Harvested Hectare - Bingera –  SA Algeo  17.80 ts/ha 

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Harvested Hectare - Millaquin – MJ Richter  18.21 ts/ha 

 

Closest Percentage Estimate to Actual Tonnage – Zunker and Walden Pty Ltd (No 2) (99.89% accuracy) 

 

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Cane Production Area - Average of Past Three Seasons - Millaquin Mill Area – 

Hill End Farms Pty Ltd (No 2)  15.40 ts/ha 

   

Highest Tonnes Sugar Per Cane Production Area – Average of Past Three Seasons Bingera Mill Area – TM 

Dahl & JS Weston – 16.05 ts/ha 

 

District Champion – TM Dahl & JS Weston – 16.05 ts/ha 

 
 

50+ Years Medallions - 

 Dawn Frick  Murray Frick   

 Laurie Fritz   Coral Zunker 

 Barry (Joe) Zunker  

_______________ _______________  

 

High Sugar Producer Awards  

   BT & RG Pegg (No 2) 16.84 ts/ha 

  BJ & MK Holloway  16.80 ts/ha 

  MG & Mrs JM Greaves (No 3) 16.68 ts/ha 

  WR & AJ Baldry (No 2) 16.42 ts/ha 

  DR & JL Zielke 16.32 ts/ha 
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Bundaberg Sugar Services Limited 

ABN 12 109 261 092 

 

Canegrowers’ Building 

32 Bourbong Street 
(PO Box 953) 

BUNDABERG QLD 4670 

 

Phone: (07) 4151 2555 

Fax: (07) 4153 1986 

Email: sugar_services@bdbcanegrowers.com.au 


