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One-eye Sett order
forms are due 16
January 2026.

If you have not received an order
form or have any further questions
about ordering One-eye Setts, please
contact Sugar Services on 0429 334
553.

One-eye Setts are the only way for
growers to access new varieties or
get clean seed cane of the existing
varieties. Sugar Services has a
planter available for use by members
free of charge to assist planting the
One-eye Setts.

The Bundaberg District Canegrower

Chair’s Update

As I write this the harvesters are still
busy harvesting Bundaberg Sugar
plantation cane, in saying that the last
day for harvesting is today the 16™. As
we all know the weather did a dramatic
change in early November with the
November monthly rainfall sitting
around 210mm for most areas.

With the rain came some tremendous
growth in the young ratoons and the
demise of the CCS. We should finish
the relative CCS around 14.02 which is
still a very reasonable result. Total
tonnes harvested for the year sits at
635,415 of grower cane and 650,887 of
plantation cane with a little more to go
until final figures are calculated.

I would like to congratulate Bundaberg
Sugar on the performance of Millaquin
with our initial assessment of mill
availability sitting around 95% with an
average through put of 290 tonnes/
hour and almost two (2) weeks lost to
wet weather. We would also like to
thank growers, contractors and Mill
Manager Lincoln Williams, Cane
Supply Manager Micheal Green and all
mill staff on a job well done. Cane
transport has been a whole other kettle
of fish with some serious changes
required across the board to achieve a
better result. The Board is working
closely with mill management to
progress this critical piece of the
business.

Sugar price, what can I say, I didn’t
think anyone predicted the rapid
decline in the world sugar price to
happen so quickly, yes it was always
going to correct itself, but the
speculators further drove the situation.
I believe QSL has been caught out in
not seeing this coming as quickly as it
occurred and have been asleep at the
wheel with numerous decisions for
whatever reason, and this is what has
led us to multiple negative pays. The
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Board has expressed its g
disappointment to QSL [
management. If any

growers need help with the

QSL Direct app and pricing strategies,
please call Glenn Harris on 0409 601
349 and he will help answer any
questions.

A reminder that the Irrigation Pricing
Rebate Scheme is now open for
applications to receive a 15% rebate to
eligible businesses on bills issued by
Sunwater, including Burnett Water.
Tanya and Matt are available to assist.

Bundaberg’s Sweetest School
competition has received many
expressions of interest from local
primary schools across Bundaberg,
Childers and Gin Gin. With guidance
from their Farmer mentors, students
will plant, nurture and harvest their
very own plot of sugarcane with the
crops being judged and winners
announced at the 2027 Gin Gin Show.

Bundaberg CANEGROWERS office
will be closed from 2:30pm
Wednesday 24 December until 8:30am,
Monday, 5 January 2026. If you
require assistance during this time,
please contact myself or Tanya
Howard on 0409 485 154.

The Board and I would like to take this
opportunity to wish growers and their
families a Merry Christmas and a
Healthy and prosperous New Year.

Mark Pressler
Chairman

\ | / Phone (07) 4151 2555 | Fax: (07) 4153 1986
\ / Email: bdb_office@bdbcanegrowers.com.au
Website: www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au
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2025 Season Indicative Advances Program
Based on QSL reports 28 November 2025

Notes:
Appllcable Uncommitted Pool Advance QSL Under QSL's Advances program, supplying growers and
From (AUDItonne |PS) Standard millers are paid a proportional amount of their current
estimated final sugar pricing result. The program is
Advance estimat -
R indicative only and may change during the course of the
Payment Payment T ate season, and so should not be taken as a commitment by
Date Change o QSL with regard to either the Advance rate or date of
increase. The QSL Board reviews the program
e periodically to determine whether scheduled increases
Initial $0 $403 65.0% should be approved or amended, weighing factors such
as movements in the marketing and shipping plans,
sugar price and currency movements and the timing of
16 Jul 25 -$38 $365 65.00% cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing
elections may also impact the timing and size of
() Advance payments. Based on indicative pool values,
20 Au9 25 $0 $365 65.00% with a estimated combined QSL Harvest and US Quota
pool value of $491/t IPS as of 28 November 2025.
17 Sep 25 $0 $365 65.00%
Note: The 'Applicable From' payment dates listed below
o may differ from your own payment dates due to your
15 Oct 25 $1 4 $380 70.00% local milling arrangements and bank processing times.
This figure is an estimate only for the default QSL
0
19 Nov 25 -$31 $349 72.50% pricing position of 98% Harvest Pool + 2% US Quota
Pool based on pool values as at the date specified.
17 Dec 25 $32 $381 77.50% Please note that the pool values used to calculate the
default payment will change as the season progresses.
The default payment figure incorporates a weighted
21 Jan 26 $12 $393 80.00% average Shared Pool allocation, with the Shared Pool
allocation applied to grower payments varying in each
0, region due to regional costs (regional Shared Pool
18 Feb 26 $12 $405 82.50% details are available at www.gsl.com.au). The estimated
payment figure quoted also does not include any
18 Mar 26 $25 $430 87.50% applicable Loyalt_y Bonus, GST, allowances, deductions
or any other adjustments incurred by the grower or
15 Apr 26 $12 $442 90.00% passed on by their miller.
. (
Accelerated Advances
0, Accelerated Advances Program participants receive
20 May 26 $1 2 $454 92.50% 90% of their eligible products' indicative value by
December each year. Under this scheme, Advance rates
17 Jun 26 $25 $47g 97.50% paid for tonnages in. these products remain at 90% from
each season, reverting to the QSL Standard Advance
By 31 JuIy 26 $12 $491 100.00% Rate from the subsequent May payment.
Crushing Statistics — 2025 Season
Harvest Progress
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SmartAg QLD Advanced Spray Application Workshop

Craig Day is a leading expert in best
practice chemical spray application.
This workshop and workplace visit
offers  sugarcane  growers  the
opportunity to increase their
knowledge on latest technologies and
practices to optimise their spraying
efficiencies.

Two parts to delivery
(Workshop on Tue; visits Wed to Fri)

® Workshop - 8.45am to 3.00pm

® Workplace visit - individual farm
visit approx. 1.5 to 2 hrs - spray
planning and sprayer setup

Workshop Overview

o Introduction - raising of spray
application issues in the sugarcane
industry

® Nozzle selection/spray quality/ISO
standard

® Water quality

® Weather conditions/inversions/new
technology

e Spray planning - speed, water
volume, nozzle selection for optimal
pressure

e Decontamination

® Specific chemical applications

Demonstrations

® Various nozzles,
pressures pH logger

surfactants,

® Weather technology

Workplace Visit

Customised spray planning
Calibration and testing of sprayers

Catering provided.

SmartAg QLD is
delivery of this course.

supporting  the

Cost: $250 pp ex GST

To register, visit:
https://spraysafesave.wufoo.com/
forms/smartag-qld-sugarcane-advanced
-spray-application/

Rural Financial Counsellor Service

The Rural Financial Counselling
Service (RFCS) Southern Queensland
is available to talk to any grower — they
will work out your eligibility with you,
so please don’t let that stop you from
calling for a chat.

Call Kath Clarke or Craig Hilton, if
you have concerns around any of the
following:

® the decreasing price of sugar and
how this may affect future costs
such as fertiliser or other operating
expenses

® crop damage from recent weather
events or pest infestations that may
impact your future earnings
difficulties making repayments on
loan facilities, credit cards or
equipment finance due to lower-than
-expected cane pays.

If you’re worried about anything that
may affect your future financial
viability, it’s important to act early and
seek support before the problem
eventuates. This gives you time to
explore your options and implement

Removal of Tariff 62, 65 and 66

The obsolete tariffs 62, 65 and 66 will
no longer be offered from 1 July 2026,
however given these tariffs are now
very expensive compared to other
tariffs growers would be better off
under nearly every other tariff.

The best tariff for each grower’s
situation can only be done with a
proper analysis of past usage.

If growers are still using Tariffs 62, 65
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and or 66 they can contact Bundaberg
CANEGROWERS for some advice on
what tariff they should consider based
on usual irrigation times and the
suitability of the switchboard and
meter to adapt to some of the newer
tariffs.

The tariffs available to growers can
vary from a simple one price all day
and night like Tariff 20, more
complicated tariffs that have a peak,

Or call/text/email Cath - 0437 455 818
spraysafesave@outlook.com

® Name(s)

® Mobile and email address

® Business name

2026 Locations and Dates:

Southern Region (Location to be
confirmed as either Bundaberg or
Childers or Maryborough) -

Tue 28 April

(workshop); Wed 29 - Fri 1 May
(workplace visits).

Sma r't kUFF

Queensland

Rural Financial
Counselling Service
SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND

the right solution. It is always easier to
prepare for a potential issue and put a
plan in place, rather than waiting until
a cash shortage occurs.

We can also assist with pre-succession
planning, grant and loan applications
with QRIDA and RIC, Farm Business
Resilience Plans and much more.

If you’d like to chat with Kath (0439
067 944) or Craig (0429 186 897), you
can call them directly or wvisit
www.rfcssq.org.au/rural ~ for  more
information.

off peak and shoulder time of use
charges such as Tariff 22E or the load
restraint tariff such as Tariff 34 which
has guaranteed 18 hours per day with
the other 6 hours dependent on the
availability of capacity across the
network.

To update from the obsolete tariffs
please contact Bundaberg
CANEGROWERS on 4151 2555.

"’0 Queensland
{Y8) Government
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SUGAR SERVICES NEWS

While a search for a staff member for Sugar Services continues, members can rest assured that the important work of Sugar
Services continues so that growers have the best opportunity to grow the best crop possible. Whether it be the One-Eye Sett
program, soil nutrient testing, disease inspections and pest inspections, this work is continuing.

Autumn Plant inspections

To ensure growers are planting disease
free  planting  material, it is
recommended that cane expected to be
used as planting material is inspected.

Visual inspections of the crop for smut
and other diseases are carried out.
Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD) testing

Pest inspections

After a call from a grower who noticed
patches of red leaves lower in the cane
canopy an inspection determined this
reddening was from an infestation of
spider mites.

Normally spider mites do not cause
economic damage to cane crops
however in large infestations the
reddening of the leaves can lead to
premature leaf death and eventually

Soil Nutrient testing

As part of Reef Regulations, growers
need a soil test within twelve (12)
months prior to applying fertiliser to
their plant cane.

This can be done on a soil type basis to
reduce the number of samples taken.

requires plant samples to be obtained
and sent away to the SRA laboratory to
provide certainty of the plant source
RSD free status.

Growers should have received a plant
inspection form along with their OES
order form. To enable time to inspect

crop death. This normally does not
occur as spider mites do not like hot
moist conditions and therefore periods
of rain slow their infestation.

While taking some pachymetra
samples for a grower as part of the
BSSL pachymetra sampling program
further infestations were found in
another part of the district indicating
that they may be wide spread.

For those growers who had a soil test
taken in Spring 2025, it will still be
covered for planting in Autumn 2026.

For those growers who exclusively
plant in Autumn they are most likely to
require a new soil test to create the

the relevant blocks and test for RSD
the plant inspection order form should
be returned by 16 January 2026.

Photo of red spider mites.

farm Nitrogen and Phosphorus (N & P)
Budget.

For those growers who require a soil
test for Autumn they can contact
Sugar Services on 0429 334 553.

Position Vacant - Field Officer

ACASUGAR

SERVICES

Bundaberg Sugar Services Ltd (BSSL) is a sugar industry company tasked with enhancing the productivity of sugar cane produced in the Bundaberg District.

Primary Duties and Responsibilities

operations.

Tertiary qualifications are not required.

12 January 2026.

® BSSL extension activities and special programs as determined by the BSSL Board from time to time.

This position is based in Bundaberg and you will report to the Company Secretary.

If you are interested, please contact the Company Secretary Tanya Howard via reception@bdbcanegrowers.com.au for more information.

® Activities associated with the production and distribution of One-eye Setts from BSSL Mother Plot and shade house.
® Pest and disease management programs aimed at limiting impact of pest and/or disease on sugarcane production in the Bundaberg district.

® |rrigation related activities associated with improving the productivity, economic viability, and environmental sustainability of BSSL members farming

The position is ideally suited for a practical hands-on person with an understanding of sugarcane production systems.

A current manual driver’s licence is essential and a current first aid certificate is desirable. Experience with Microsoft Office is preferred.

To apply please send a current CV detailing experience and attributes to reception@bdbcanegrowers.com.au, or PO Box 953 Bundaberg by close of business

. Page 4




The Bundaberg District Canegrower

SRA47 - Provisionally Released for the

Southern Region

SRAA47 is provisionally released for the
Southern Region. It shows high TCH
and CCS in the data from seven trials
over two series planted in 2019 and
2021.

SRA47 shows a 7% increase in TCH
and a 13% increase in TSH above
Q240®, the most common variety
grown in the south (42% of crop).

Trials were assessed up to second
ratoon, with one trial being taken out
to fourth ratoon, giving ratoonability

levels slightly less than Q240® but
equivalent to KQ228®. Fibre quality
readings and quality results suggest no
issues with milling.

SRA47 is resistant to smut, Fiji leaf
gall and mosaic, with intermediate
resistance to leaf scald. It is susceptible
to Pachymetra.

The individual trial scores for
Pachymetra were 9, 5 and 5, giving a
weighted score of 6.6, meaning slightly
susceptible.

Volume 20, Issue 8

A
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‘a/ Sugar Research

Additional testing will be undertaken
to confirm the rating and growers
should avoid planting it in areas with a
high Pachymetra spore count.

Moderate arrowing and lodging have
been observed in 40% of trial sites.

SRA47 One-eye setts will be
available to order from Bundaberg
Sugar Services Limited in Spring
2026.

(Table 1) Agronomic performance of SRA47. Field data was collected from 7 trials over 2 series. One of the trials was
grown to 4th ratoon to give accurate ratoonability scores. Data presented is averaged over all crops in the 2 series.

% Q2400
® o o )

SOUTHERN SRA47 | KQ228 Q240 Q232 Q208 (42% crop)
TCH 102 95 95 94 94 107
CCS 16.6 16.7 16.0 154 15.8 104
TSH 17.1 15.8 15.2 14.5 14.9 113
Ratoonability1 97.9 97.7 100.0 99.2 112.7 98

I Ratoonability is calculated by comparing TCH of the fourth ratoon over the plant crop and standardised by setting Q240® at

100%.

(Table 2) Responses of new varieties to a range of diseases in comparison to existing checks

Chlorotic | Orange Brown Yellow | Fiji Leaf .
Smut Leaf Scald | Pachymetra Streak Rust Rust Red Rot Spot Gall Mosaic
Variety
Woodford | Woodford Tully Woodford | Meringa | Meringa | Woodford | Meringa | Woodford | Woodford

SRAW46 R R I U ] ] R U R R
SRA47 R I-R - U ] ] U U R R
SRA48 R R 1-S(4,5,9) U U U U U U U
Q2400 R R I I-R R ] R | I-S R
KQ228® | R R R R | | R
Q208¢ I-R R R R R R I-S R
Q183® R | R R R I I-S R R
Note: R = resistant, | = intermediate, I-R = intermediate resistant, |-S = intermediate susceptible, S = susceptible, and U = un-
known
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Tips to keep businesses safe and secure this holiday season

If you are enjoying a break over
Christmas, it’s important to leave the
business premises in the best condition
possible to help avoid theft, reduce risk
and secure the premise in case mother
nature has any surprises in store.

Secure Access
Lock up all entry points including
gates, doors and windows to prevent
unauthorised entry.

Store Chemicals Safety

Lock up hazardous substances to
prevent leaks and make sure processing
procedures have been completed.

Secure Outdoor Areas

Close awnings, umbrellas and ensure
outdoor furniture is secured properly or
stored inside. Clean gutters and trim
trees to limit  bushfire/cyclone
exposure.

Power Down

Turn off and secure equipment to
eliminate electrical hazards and energy
waste. Avoid leaving batteries charging
like power tools and e-bikes.

Fire Safety Checks

Clear fire exits, test fire alarms and
ensure fire extinguishers are in place.

Scam alert: social media minimum age

scams

From 10 December 2025, some social
media platforms will be restricted, by
law, to people aged 16 and over. These
laws require affected platforms to take
reasonable steps to prevent anyone
under 16 from creating or holding
accounts. These measures are
designed to protect young people from
the risks and pressures associated with
social media use.

As a result, Scamwatch has identified 4
potential scams that opportunistic
criminals may use to take advantage of
these changes.

Platform impersonation
scams

Scammers may pretend to be social
media platforms or age verification
providers, and ask you to verify your
age or risk losing your account.

Growing soybeans

If growers are looking at growing
soybeans for the first time there are
several  things to  take into
consideration.  These start  with
paddock preparation, varieties and
early weed control.

Paddock preparation — whether it be for
green manure or grain, getting the
paddock suitable for planting is key to
getting good establishment.

For recently harvested blocks that have
deep ruts in them it is best to consider a
full cultivation to level out the block
before planting. If the blocks are in
good condition some specialised
soybean planters can plant through the
trash blanket and into the existing cane
row
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Government impersonation
scams

Scammers may pretend to be from
government or law enforcement,
claiming you have breached the new
laws and threaten fines unless you
provide proof of age.

Fake ID scams

Scammers may offer fake IDs or
access to age-verified accounts for a
fee, targeting young people under 16
and their families.

‘Hi Mum’ scams

Scammers might impersonate young
people aged 16 or older, contacting
their parents or guardians to claim they
need help verifying their age to use a
social media platform.

Ideally for grain harvest a flat and even
paddock is provided to the harvesting
contractor as the pods set as low as
10cm off the ground and dirt in the
harvested sample can downgrade
quality.

Varieties — if planting is to occur after
Christmas, Hayman and Kuranda are
the two best varieties with Hayman
preferred in January and Kuranda
preferred if planting is to occur in
February. Ideally the seeding rate is
around 350,000 seeds per hectare
which equates to 50-75 kg/ha
depending on seed size.

These two varieties are preferred
whether it be for green manure or grain
due to the planting window and

Insurance

Check you insurance is up to date,
including any new purchases, buildings
and modifications have been added to
your policy throughout the year.

General Risk Mitigation

Dispose of rubbish and ensure outdoor
bins are not located next to buildings to
prevent fire or unwanted access.
Collect mail and packages to avoid
premise looking unattended.

4% 93 scamWatch

i

Australian Government

If someone contacts you about the
social media age restrictions

® Don’t be rushed to share age
verification details quickly. Don’t
make any payments. No legitimate
platforms are requesting payment
associated with these laws.

® Make sure the person or
organisation you’re dealing with is
real. Find out how your social media
platforms are communicating with
users about the restrictions and how
they are verifying users’ ages. You
can visit eSafety's frequently asked

questions page for more
information.
If you’ve given any personal

information, such as your age or proof
of identity, or money to someone you
suspect is a scammer act quickly. The
What to do if you've been scammed
page on scamwatch.gov.au has steps
you can follow.

nematode tolerance of the green
manure specific Leichardt variety.

Weed Control — whether it be for
grain or green manure good weed
control helps both the soybeans and the
following cane crop from reduced
weed seed pressure. For pre-emergent
weed control Dual Gold is best for
grass while Spinnaker works on most
broadleaf weeds including nut grass
except legumes.

For those wanting to control legume
weeds Valor is the preferred pre-
emergent herbicide. For post emergent
weeds control, Verdict is best for
controlling grasses while Spinnaker,
Blazer or Basagran control a range of
small broadleaf weeds.

Stop. Better safe than scammed.
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\ ? Bundaberg CANEGROWERS Ltd

Representation on Your Behalf

The Chairman, Elected Members and Staff of Bundaberg CANEGROWERS represented cane growers on a number of occasions.
Executive members also attended many Branch meetings and other engagements in their own time.

FOR MORE
DATE MEETING PURPOSE INFORMATION
CONTACT
21.11.25 Biofuel Feedstock Workshop To represent members Matt Leighton
25.11.25 RAB Irrigation Price Review Customer Forum To represent members Tanya Howard
25.11.25 Sweetest Schools Planning Discussion To progress arrangements Tanya Howard
25.11.25 Awards Committee Meeting To progress arrangements Tanya Howard
27.11.25 BAFFA Board Meeting To receive updates Tanya Hovyard
Dale Holliss
Briefing Session: Key Findings of the Statutory Review .
04.12.25 of the Regulated Standards To represent members Matt Leighton
Next Steps - Burnett and Mary Drought Resilience .
04.12.25 Plans Workshop To progress arrangements Matt Leighton
04.12.25 Coa.stal Burnett Groundwater Management Area To receive updates Tanya Howard
Advisory
08.12.25 Monthly District Managers Meeting To receive updates Tanya Howard
Dean Cayley
10.12.25 Grain in Cane To prc;gr::is gr(r)]i?]tzeason Tanya Howard
g Matt Leighton
Bundaberg Ag-Food & Fibre Alliance & Burnett Mary Tanya Howard
11.12.25 ) To represent members Matthew Leighton
Regional Group :
Dale Holliss
11.12.25 G Basile, G Barazza To review 2025 season Directors

SuperChar Limited (SCL) is planning to develop a renewable
energy project by growing a biomass (bana grass) and
processing this biomass using pyrolysis to produce a range of
char products including bio coal.

In early to mid-January 2026, SCL is aiming to plant
15hectares of bana grass in the Boyne Valley region near
Gladstone to supply local industry with a carbon neutral, coal
replacement.

SCL will truck 100tonnes of billets down from our
plantations near Mossman and we need to hire a local billet
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Tanya Howard

SuperChar

planter and operator. We will have an agronomist on site to
supervise the planting.

The planting will nominally take around 3 days. SCL will
organise the transport of the billet planter from Bundaberg to
the Boyne Valley site.

If you are interested in providing the planter and operator,

please contact Mike Palmer of SCL on 0418 950694 or
michaelp@superchar.com.au

This is a paid article
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Bundaberg Qld 4670

Phone: (07) 4151 2555 Fax: (07) 4153 1986
Email: bdb_office@bdbcanegrowers.com.au
Website: www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au
ABN: 66 110 868 801
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